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(a)	Subject to Rule 1.2.1, a lawyer shall abide by a client’s decisions concerning the objectives of representation and, as required by Rule 1.4, shall reasonably* consult with the client as to the means by which they are to be pursued.  Subject to Business and Professions Code § 6068(e)(1) and Rule 1.6, a lawyer may take such action on behalf of the client as is impliedly authorized to carry out the representation.  A lawyer shall abide by a client’s decision whether to settle a matter.  Except as otherwise provided by law in a criminal case, the lawyer shall abide by the client’s decision, after consultation with the lawyer, as to a plea to be entered, whether to waive jury trial and whether the client will testify.
(b)	A lawyer may limit the scope of the representation if the limitation is reasonable* under the circumstances, is not otherwise prohibited by law, and the client gives informed consent.
Comment
Allocation of Authority between Client and Lawyer
[1]	Paragraph (a) confers upon the client the ultimate authority to determine the purposes to be served by legal representation, within the limits imposed by law and the lawyer’s professional obligations. See e.g., Cal. Constitution Article I, § 16; Penal Code § 1018.  A lawyer retained to represent a client is authorized to act on behalf of the client, such as in procedural matters and in making certain tactical decisions. A lawyer is not authorized merely by virtue of the lawyer’s retention to impair the client’s substantive rights or the client’s claim itself. Blanton v. Womancare, Inc. (1985) 38 Cal.3d 396, 404 [212 Cal.Rptr. 151, 156].
[2]	At the outset of, or during a representation, the client may authorize the lawyer to take specific action on the client’s behalf without further consultation.  Absent a material change in circumstances and subject to Rule 1.4, a lawyer may rely on such an advance authorization.  The client may revoke such authority at any time.
Independence from Client’s Views or Activities
[3]	A lawyer’s representation of a client, including representation by appointment, does not constitute an endorsement of the client’s political, economic, social or moral views or activities.
Agreements Limiting Scope of Representation
[4]	All agreements concerning a lawyer’s representation of a client must accord with the Rules of Professional Conduct and other law. See, e.g., Rules 1.1, 1.8.1 and 5.6. See also California Rules of Court 3.35-3.37 (limited scope rules applicable in civil matters generally), and 5.425 (limited scope rule applicable in family law matters).
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