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Rule 3.1 Meritorious Claims and Contentions
(Commission’s Proposed Rule Adopted on February 19 – 20, 2016 – Clean Version)
[bookmark: _GoBack](a)	A lawyer shall not:
(1)	bring or continue an action, conduct a defense, assert a position in litigation, or take an appeal, without probable cause and for the purpose of harassing or maliciously injuring any person; or
(2)	present a claim or defense in litigation that is not warranted under existing law, unless it can be supported by a good faith argument for an extension, modification, or reversal of the existing law.
(b)	A lawyer for the defendant in a criminal proceeding, or the respondent in a proceeding that could result in incarceration, may nevertheless defend the proceeding by requiring that every element of the case be established.
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