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Rule 2-200 [1.5.1] Fee Divisions Among Lawyers 

(Commission’s Proposed Rule Adopted on September 25 & 26, 2015 – Clean Version) 

(a) Lawyers who are not in the same law firm shall not divide a fee for legal services 
unless: 

 
(1) the lawyers enter into a written agreement to divide the fee; 
 
(2) the client has consented in writing, either at the time the lawyers enter into 

the agreement to divide the fee or as soon thereafter as reasonably 
practicable, after a full written disclosure to the client of: (i) the fact that a 
division of fees will be made, (ii) the identity of the lawyers or law firms 
that are parties to the division, and (iii) the terms of the division; and  

 
(3) the total fee charged by all lawyers is not increased solely by reason of the 

agreement to divide fees. 
 

(b)  This Rule does not apply to a division of fees pursuant to court order. 
 
[(c) Except as permitted in paragraph (a) of this Rule or Rule 1.17 [2-300], a lawyer 

shall not compensate, give, or promise anything of value to any lawyer for the 
purpose of recommending or securing employment of the lawyer or the lawyer’s 
law firm by a client, or as a reward for having made a recommendation resulting 
in employment of the lawyer or the lawyer’s law firm by a client. A lawyer’s 
offering of or giving a gift or gratuity to any lawyer who has made a 
recommendation resulting in the employment of the lawyer or the lawyer’s law 
firm shall not of itself violate this rule, provided that the gift or gratuity was not 
offered in consideration of any promise, agreement, or understanding that such a 
gift or gratuity would be forthcoming or that referrals would be made or 
encouraged in the future.]1 

 

 

1  At the 9/26/15 meeting session, Commission consensus to bracket current rule 2-200(B) 
pending a decision after study by the 1-400 Drafting Team whether the provision’s concept 
more appropriately belongs in a rule corresponding to Model Rule 7.2, where RRC1 moved the 
concept. 
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