Rule 1.8.10 [3-120] Sexual Relations With Client
(Commission’s Proposed Rule Adopted on February 19 – 20, 2016 – Clean Version)
[bookmark: _GoBack](a)	A lawyer shall not engage in sexual relations with a client unless a consensual sexual relationship existed between them when the lawyer-client relationship commenced. 
(b)	For purposes of this Rule, “sexual relations” means sexual intercourse or the touching of an intimate part of another person* for the purpose of sexual arousal, gratification, or abuse.
Comment
[1]	Although this Rule does not apply to a consensual sexual relationship that exists when a lawyer-client relationship commences, the lawyer nevertheless must comply with all other applicable rules. See, e.g., Rules 1.1 (Competence), 1.7 (Conflicts of Interest: Current Conflicts) and [2.1 (Independent Judgment)][footnoteRef:1]. [1:   The Rules Revision Commission has not made a recommendation to adopt or reject a counterpart to ABA Model Rule 2.1.  This bracketed reference is a placeholder pending a recommendation from the Commission.  Consideration of Model Rule 2.1 is anticipated for the Commission’s August 26, 2016 meeting.] 

[2]	When the client is an organization, this Rule applies to a lawyer for the organization (whether inside counsel or outside counsel) who has sexual relations with a constituent of the organization who supervises, directs or regularly consults with that lawyer concerning the organization’s legal matters. See Rule 1.13.
[3]	Business and Professions Code § 6106.9, including the requirement that the complaint be verified, applies to charges under subdivision (a) of that section. This Rule and the statute impose different obligations.
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